
Rejection of Commission Proposals on Forest Reproductive Material; 

Regulation on Pests of Plants goes forward 

 

During the autumn of 2013 the Commission’s Proposals for Regulations on Plant 

Reproductive Material (PRM), Pests of Plants and Official Controls went through the various 

stages of European democracy.   Each Regulation was considered by the Agriculture 

Committee of the European Parliament as well as the European Council.   Whereas the 

proposals in the Pests of Plants and Official Control Regulations were generally accepted by 

both institutions, those in the Plant Reproductive Material regulation were the subject of over 

1400 amendments by the Agriculture Committee and in particular the Section IV dealing 

with Forest Reproductive Material (FRM) was proposed for exclusion not only by the 

Committee but also a large majority of the Council.  In March 2014 the European Parliament 

rejected the Proposal on PRM and referred the matter back to the Council, the Commission 

and Member Countries. 

In May 2014 there was widespread agreement in the Council that the FRM section would be 

rejected from the PRM Regulation and that the Commission would submit a revised version 

without the FRM during the new Parliament and Commission.  In this way the revised 

Proposal would by-pass many of the normal procedures and could go straight  to a First 

Reading in the European Parliament.  As the FRM would not be included in this revised 

proposal, it would be necessary to bring it into line with the Lisbon Treaty.   This would 

involve changing some of the requirements in the Articles of the 1999 Directive into 

Delegated Acts and transfer the authority for granting Equivalence in Third Countries from 

the Council to the Commission. 

In contrast, the new Regulation on Pest of Plants will cover all aspects of FRM as well as 

agricultural and horticultural propagating materials. 

As of June 2014, it is not yet clear whether any of the requirements in the new Control 

Regulation will apply to Forest Reproductive Material. 


